


 

As part of a broad and balanced curriculum, pupils should be taught about 
different societies, and how different groups have contributed to the 
development of Britain, and this can include the voices and experience of 
Black and minority ethnic people and other diverse groups. This can be taught 
across many of the themes of the history curriculum by reflecting the 
contribution of Black and minority ethnic people across the ages in the UK and 
more widely. This can include historical examples of Black Romans, Tudors, 
Stuarts, Georgians and Victorians. It can also include the role of the countries 
of the former British Empire in both world wars, and the part Black and 
minority ethnic people have played in shaping the UK in the 20th Century. 
 
The National Curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils appreciate 
our rich and varied literary heritage. Pupils should be taught to maintain 
positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by 
increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary 
heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions. 
 
Teachers make choices about which resources and textbooks to use to 
support their teaching, and can choose books and resources developed by a 
diverse array of individuals and groups. Schools have flexibility to teach topics 
such as Black and minority ethnic history as part of their Personal, Social, 
Health and Economic education (PSHE) programme and through the 
introduction of relationships education, relationships and sex education and 
health education. Pupils will be taught the importance of respectful 
relationships in particular how stereotypes, based on sex, gender, race, 
religion, sexual orientation or disability, can cause damage.  
All schools are required to teach a balanced and broadly based curriculum 
that promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development 
of pupils, and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of later life. 
 
The Department has discussed Black and minority ethnic history with a 
number of organisations, and we welcome the profile given to its importance 
by groups and individuals over the years, and the support and resources on 
teaching they provide direct to teachers. The Department will continue to 
explore what more it can do to support the teaching of this history and 
welcome the perspectives of committed individuals and groups, building on 
previous discussions.  
 
With best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
                                
 

 
 
 
 




